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STEEPLE MORDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at St Peter and St Paul 

Church on Monday 11th April 2022 at 7.00pm 
Present: Councillors: J Clayton (Chairman),  K Austin,  M Bird, N Badger, S 

Traverse-Healy, G Belson, C Upchurch 
 County Cllr Kindersley (part), District Cllr Williams (part) 

 
In attendance: Mrs S Walmesley (Clerk) with one member of the public. 
 

 
1 Apologies for absence, declarations under the code of conduct and 

requests for dispensations 
Apologies were received from Cllr Carroll and Cllr Wheatley. 
There were no interests declared. 

 
2 County and District Councillors’ reports 
2.1 County Council 

Cllr Kindersley reported that quite a lot had been happening. A resident of North Brook 
End had an issue with a burst water main which had now been repaired.  
The road between Litlington and Bassingbourn was scheduled to be resurfaced from the 
25th May 2022. Cllr Kindersley added that there had been under investment in highways 
for a long time so the officers could only address the most important tasks. Gully 
cleaning was something they were trying to do as this often had an effect on 
deteriorating roads.  
Cllr Kindersley stated that he was pleased that the Mobile Warden Scheme now had an 
energetic team.  He was aware that a bid had been made to the County Council for 
funding and it was hoped that the scheme would expand to include new people.  
A council tax rebate was to be made to properties in bands A-D. Residents would be 
contacted directly as the rebate would not show up on the council tax bill.  
Cambridgeshire County Council was trying to get information on the Homes for 
Ukrainians scheme as there were families waiting to help. He added that this was an 
uphill struggle.  
Cllr Kindersley then advised there had been a £15.7 million under spend because of 
Covid.  The County Council was putting the money into immediate hotspots. 
The Council had agreed to extend the holiday voucher scheme to cover the Easter and 
Summer holidays. 
The Chairman referred to recent repairs to potholes with exclusion of one large pothole 
which the contractors advised that they did not have authority to fill. This particular 
pothole had been reported on the County Council website a number of times. Cllr 
Kindersley agreed to investigate the pothole, in Brook End, on his way home. He would 
forward his monthly report in the next few days.    -SK 

2.2 District Council 
Cllr Williams reported that there was not a lot happening as it was the pre-election 
period. She was pleased to announce that the 2019 accounts had finally been signed off 
just in time for the new financial year 2022-2023.  The final bill hadn’t yet been received 
but was believed would be in excess of £200,000. Discount had been requested.  
Cllr Williams advised that she had been asked if there were any plans to take the MVAS 
to Odsey to monitor vehicle speeds. Cllr Austin agreed to look and see if there was a 
suitable post to mount the equipment on. It was noted that the two permanent flashing 
signs there already did not work as they were too old for repair.  -KA 
The Chairman thanked both Councillors for their updates. 
 

3 Comments and observations from parishioners and members of the 
public  

3.1.1 Planning Ref 22/01210/PRIOR 
The applicant was in attendance. He advised that the previous application, which was 
the same as this, had a problem with the lack of a second ecology report which had been 
mislaid by South Cambridgeshire District Council. The applicant answered questions 
raised by Cllr Traverse-Healy relating to access and to the amount of work required to 
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allow for conversion. The applicant confirmed that the structural report was perfectly 
okay. 

 
4 To approve the minutes of  

4.1 The Parish Council Meeting held on the 14th March 2022  
On a proposition by Cllr Bird, seconded by Cllr Traverse-Healy, the minutes as 
circulated were taken as read and then approved as a true record and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
5 Matters arising and carried forward from last meetings  
5.1 Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Policy update 

Cllr Upchurch had received an update from South Cambridgeshire District Council. 
There was new legislation relating to Travellers which was being discussed with the 
Police so would be a while before the toolkit was available.  

5.2 Replacement of Allotment Boundary fence mesh 
The Allotment Society had been asked to obtain a quotation to replace the fence. 
When received the Clerk would circulate to Councillors. 

5.3 Agreement of Annual Parish Meeting Agenda 
A draft agenda, which included suggestions from the last meeting, had been distributed 
to Councillors. The agenda for the meeting on the 9th May was agreed. The Clerk 
would arrange for the meeting to be advertised and invitation sent out.  -Clerk 

 
 
6 Finances 
6.1 To receive the financial statement and to approve the payment of bills 

E-ON 
Reading Room electricity April 2022  DD     £  39.00 
DRAX POWER 
Street light electricity Feb 22      £34.26  
PRO CLEANING 
Disabled toilet clean March 22      £  19.56 
BUCHANS LANDSCAPES 
Play area fencing (inc £1144.08VAT)     £6864.48 
HELPING HAND COMPANY 
Litter picking equipment (inc £31.79VAT)     £ 190.74 
CPRE 
Membership 2022/23       £  36.00 
SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Emptying of eurobin 2022/23      £949.00 
TOTAL         £8133.04 

 AGREED . Proposed Cllr Austin Seconded Cllr Upchurch. 
 
6.2 Update/Feedback on Invoices for Water/Electricity contributions 

The Clerk advised that she had still not received payment of the invoices from the 
Football Club and Magpies. They had originally be sent out  towards the end of 2021. 
Councillors agreed that the Clerk should write again to the clubs advising that interest 
would be added if the invoices were not paid in full within one week.    –Clerk 
All Clubs had been advised of the new agreed proposal for contributions. The Clerk 
had heard back from the Tennis Club who were happy with the arrangement. The 
Cricket Club had asked for details of the breakdown in costs originally agreed. The 
Clerk had forwarded a copy of the letter sent in 2012.  The Clubs had been given a 
deadline of the May meeting to agree the proposal or advise of their own arrangement. 

6.3 Appointment of Internal Auditor 2021/22 
It was agreed that LGS Services be appointed as internal auditor as in previous years. 

       
7 Recreation Ground/Conservation Area 
7.1 Recreation Ground Checks 

Cllr Badger stated that there were no issues of concern he was aware of. 
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7.2 Proposal for EV Chargers 
Cllr Bird had circulated an update to Councillors ahead of the meeting .Investigations 
were underway. 

7.3 Update on Recreation Ground Barrier Repair  
The Clerk had reported the damage to the Police and obtained an incident number. 
She had not been contacted by anyone regarding this.  
Due to the non standard barrier the Clerk was having difficulty sourcing a 
contractor/.company to repair. She was going to approach a company used in another 
village for a similar repair a number of years ago.  The barrier was not included on the 
insurance schedule.       -Clerk 

 
8 Maintenance 
8.1 Footpaths /Footways  

It was noted that the hedge cut back on Craft Way made a big improvement. It was 
unclear whether the owner or County Council had carried out the work. The Clerk 
would find out and if relevant write and thank the owner.   -Clerk 

8.2 Update On Litter Picking 
Cllr Belson reported that a litter pick had been carried out the previous weekend. South 
Cambridgeshire District Council had been requested to collect the bags which was 
believed to have been done already. Cllr Belson added that the area litter pick had 
been extended as this now included the 40mph buffer zone.  There was another pick 
scheduled for the 16th April then on more in May before a break during the Summer. 
The sessions would resume in September. New volunteers continued to join. 
The new hoops ordered were not suitable due to a change in their design. Cllr Belson 
would arrange for them to be sent back to the supplier for exchange. The Clerk would 
hold the payment agreed earlier until advised by Cllr Belson that she was happy with 
the replacements. 

8.3 Traffic 
8.3.1 Missing Repeater Signs 

The signs were still missing. Clerk to follow up with the Local Highway Officer. 
         -Clerk 

8.3.2 Update on investigation into 20mph speed limit 
Following the last meeting Cllr Austin had followed up the possibility of a 20mph zone 
outside the Primary School with the CCC Highway Officer, Donald O’Shea. Mr 
O’Shea replied that currently the policy was being reviewed with nothing formally 
agreed yet. Parishes would be informed if things changed but until then the current 
standards applied. 
A discussion took place on other villages within Cambridgeshire with a 20mph limit. 
Cllr Kindersley reiterated the reply from Mr O’Shea adding that the CCC Joint 
Administration had the desire to implement 20mph (20s plenty) but needed a policy 
framework. The Police were not interested in enforcing although most people 
appeared to respect the speed limit especially around schools. He added that the 
Cambridgeshire villages with the speed limit already attained them with specific traffic 
calming schemes under LHI.  Cllr Kindersley was asked to keep the Parish Council 
updated. 

8.4 New 40mph Buffer Zones 
Cllr Upchurch had received concerns over vehicles being encouraged to speed up 
when leaving the 40mph zones suggesting an extension to the zones.  As discussed at 
the March Parish Council meeting it was agreed to monitor the speeds via the MVAS 
so that if needed for a future LHI application there would be evidence. 

 
9 Parish Council Projects 2021/22 
9.1 Update on Quotations for Car Park Resurfacing 

Cllr Carroll had submitted an update following the last Parish Council meeting. He 
would be asked for a further update.      

9.2 Update on Redecoration of Reading Room Quotations  
The Chairman expressed concern over how to proceed with this as there was very little 
interest shown by the sports clubs on a rebuild. 
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9.2.1 Meeting with Village Sports Clubs 
The meeting was attended by representatives from the Tennis Club and Cricket Club 
with no representatives from the Football Club or Magpies. Following the meeting the 
Chairman had been contacted by the Football Club, who asked for another meeting 
as the invitation had gone into spam.  The Magpies representative had also been in 
contact saying that they did not want to be involved as they didn’t use the facilities.  
The Chairman had asked the Football Club to arrange a meeting with the other clubs 
themselves and come back to the Parish   Council. 
The Chairman stated that the  trouble was that the Pavilion and Reading Room were 
unlikely to last very long, possibly 10 years with redecoration. Cllr Belson suggested 
that a survey of the buildings be arranged to report on issues needing attention. The 
problem with this would be that any issues identified would need to be addressed 
which could be expensive for a building with a limited life.  
A discussion took place on the refurbishment or make do and mend which at this time 
was considered the best option until a plan came forward.  It was agreed to add an 
item to the agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting ‘Major Issue with Pavilion/Reading 
Room’ urging users to come to the meeting for discussions.   

 
10 Queens Jubilee Award 2022 

Cllr Upchurch agreed to advertise for  nominations which would be collected in the 
village shop. She would then ask Councillors to let the Clerk know their choice. The 
presentation of the award would be made at the Queens Jubilee celebration in the village 
on the 5th June 2022.       -CU and Clerk  

 
11 Planning/Tree work Applications   
11.1 To consider Planning Applications 
11.1.1 Planning Ref 22/00756/HFUL 

Cheyneys Lodge, 83 Station Road –Electric gate and new front fencing 
Councillors discussed the boundary line and whether this extended over  the 
highway. They agreed to support the application with comments. 
Recommendation Support 
The proposal must be within the property boundary line 
The gate activator should allow for one car entering before activating so it is off 
the highway 

11.1.2 Planning Ref 22/01201/HFUL 
53 Station Road –Extension of existing wall and installation of a rehabilitation pool 
and associated plant room adjacent existing outbuilding 
Recommendation Support 
Must be kept within the property boundaries 

11.1.3 Planning Ref 22/01210/PRIOR 
Flittons Farm, 78-80 Station Road –Notification for prior approval for the conversion 
of two agricultural  buildings to 2 residential dwellings (Class C3) 
Recommendation -Support 

11.1.4 Planning Ref 22/0399/TTPO 
11 Cheyney Street  -Tree work. Yew tree grown over boundaries of property. Reduce 
the spread of the tree by up to 2.5m and height 1m –no comments made. 

 
12 To consider correspondence received including; 
12.1 Purchase of Land for Community Woodland 

The Parish Council had been advised that agricultural land at North Brook End, which 
adjoined the existing Tween Town woods, was in the process of being purchased as 
community area.  A financial guarantee had been provided to allow the Woodland Trust 
to proceed with the purchase. The next stage would be to invite contributions from 
residents to share the financial burden. Once completed it was hoped that the 
community would be able to engage in the various stages of planning and planting. The 
Parish Council would be kept updated on progress. 
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13 Councillors' items for information and requiring the urgent attention 
of the Clerk 

13.1 Community Broadband 
Cllr Bird had provided an update to Councillors. Initially County Broadband had indicated 
that they were trying to minimise the number of poles around North Brook End.  They 
had now however erected poles so this had been challenged. The company had been 
convinced that Openreach had installed a duct along Ashwell Road and had said that 
they would use the duct and remove the poles. As requested at the last meeting County 
Broadband had been reminded that they offered a second free community connection for 
the village. Pressure was being put on them to provide this to the Church if the school did 
not want it.  

13.2 Last Meeting of Current Parish Council 
The nominations had closed for the next Council with Cllrs Belson and Wheatley 
deciding not to stand for election again. Cllr Traverse-Healy had not submitted his 
nomination papers but, as there were vacancies, agreed to be considered for co-option. 
Cllr Belson had advised her intentions to continue as the village Litter Picker co-ordinator 
and a Trustee of the Mobile Warden Scheme. 
The Chairman thanked Cllrs Belson and Wheatley for all the work they had carried out 
over their time as Parish Councillors and wished them well for the future. 
 

14 Date of next meeting –9th May 2022 (AGM) 
 
There was no further business. The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm 

 
 
 
 
 
Chairman        Date 


